
Workshop:

Federal oceans agenda and 

marine protected areas

What can OceanCanada

contribute?
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Policy priorities: Ministerial mandates 
(Thanks Bettina Saier!)

• Increase MPAs

• Restore science 

funding

• Plan for climate 

change

• Co-management

• Cohen commission 

on salmon

• Fisheries & Navigable 

waters protection acts

• Climate change in the 

Arctic

• Endangered species

• Economic 

development and jobs 

for indigenous people



Background

Federal government mandate letters, DFO:

“Work with the Minister of Environment and 

Climate Change to increase the proportion of 

Canada’s marine and coastal areas that are 

protected – to five percent by 2017, and ten 

percent by 2020 – supported by new 

investments in community consultation and 

science.”
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Background

Aichi Target 11:

“By 2020, at least 17 per cent of terrestrial and inland 

water areas and 10 per cent of coastal and marine areas, 

especially areas of particular importance for biodiversity 

and ecosystem services, are conserved through 

effectively and equitably managed, ecologically 

representative and well-connected systems of protected 

areas and other effective area-based conservation 

measures, and integrated into the wider landscape and 

seascape.”



Background

• DFO and others actively working on MPA network 

design

• Has become a priority for the Trudeau government

• MPA design guidelines actively being established

Opportunity:

• Provide input into MPA network planning processes in 

Canada

• Ensure best science and information is used to guide 

processes

• Identify knowledge gaps and research needs



Discuss two themes in small groups :

1. Discuss considerations (socio-economic, 

biophysical, governance) that should not be 

ignored in MPA network design

2. Identify knowledge gaps and research needs

Workshop Plan



Each group needs to pick a facilitator and a note-taker

20 minutes in small groups to discuss each question (40 

minutes total)

10 minutes for reporting key research gaps

Outputs:

• We will compile and share the notes on 

considerations so that people can communicate them 

with MPA processes in their regions.

– If possible, we will post the considerations tomorrow for 

feedback

• We will compile research and share gaps to see if any 

are of interest to researchers of OceanCanada

• We will compile the ideas into a policy brief.

Workshop Plan



Policy brief

 

Action for Species at Risk in Canada 

Canada’s Species at Risk Act (SARA 2002): The objective of SARA is “to prevent wildlife species 
from being extirpated or becoming extinct, to provide for the recovery of wildlife species that are 
extirpated, endangered or threatened as a result of human activity and to manage species of 
special concern to prevent them from becoming endangered or threatened” (s.6). 

Saving Canadian species at risk requires 
the full implementation of SARA. 

To receive protection under SARA, species at risk pass through a multi-stage process. At each 
stage, unlawful delays are common, and key targets have not been achieved.   

1) COSEWICa evaluates whether a species is “at risk” and has identified 316 endangered 
species, 167 threatened species, and 205 species of special concern.  

Issues: In recent years, COSEWIC recommendations for the best qualified panelists have 
been rejected, leading to substantial delays in COSEWIC appointments and hampering 
COSEWIC’s activities. 

2) After COSEWIC assessments are sent to the Minister of Environment, the Minister has 90 
days to acknowledge receipt. The Governor in Council (GiC) has 9 months to decide 
whether to list the species. If the GiC has not reached a decision within 9 months, the 
species “must be” automatically listed (s. 27.3).  

Issues: Although the intent of the law was for the 
Minister to transmit files immediately to the GiCb, 
recent Ministers have read SARA to allow them to 
delay delivery. As a consequence, since January 2011, 

none of the newly assessedc species at risk submitted 
by COSEWIC to the Minister have been listedd.   

In total, 111 species found to be at risk of extinction by COSEWIC await listinge.   
Some species have waited since 2005.  

Biases in listing are also common; only five of 39 marine fish species assessed as 
threatened or endangered by COSEWIC have been listed under SARA.f 

3) A Recovery Strategy must be prepared within one year for listed endangered species and 
two years for threatened species, addressing the threats to the survival of the species. 

Issues:  Recovery Strategies are overdue for nearly 150 species. 
Proposed Recovery Strategies have been prepared for 40 species 
but not finalized within the 90-day legal requirement (s.43), remaining 
on hold for an average of 470 daysg. 

Of the Recovery Strategies in place, halfh fail to describe the critical 
habitat “necessary for the survival or recovery of listed wildlife” (s.2), 
despite SARA’s requirement that critical habitat must be identified to 
the full extent possible.i 

 

Fraser River Eulachon: 
Waiting since 2011 for a listing decision 

Bobolink: 
Waiting since 2010 for a Recovery Strategy 



Theme 1

Discuss considerations (socio-economic, 

biophysical, governance) that should not 

be ignored in MPA network design

Be specific – considerations should provide 

information on what and how

5 minutes to write your own ideas

15 minutes to discuss, debate and refine in 

the small group



Theme 2
Identify knowledge gaps and research needs to 

meet Aichi target 11

“By 2020, at least 17 per cent of terrestrial and inland water 

areas and 10 per cent of coastal and marine areas, especially 

areas of particular importance for biodiversity and ecosystem 

services, are conserved through effectively and equitably 

managed, ecologically representative and well-connected 

systems of protected areas and other effective area-based 

conservation measures, and integrated into the wider 

landscape and seascape.”

5 minutes to write your own ideas

15 minutes to discuss, debate and refine in the 

small group

10 minutes (or remaining time) to share best ideas 

with the whole group


